Detailed Study of Revelation Chapter 19

Revelation 19 is one of the most celebratory and climactic chapters in the Book of Revelation,
as it portrays the culmination of the judgment of Babylon and leads directly into the Second
Coming of Christ. The chapter focuses on heavenly praise, the wedding of the Lamb, and

the final victory of Jesus over the forces of evil, particularly through the imagery of Christ's
return to earth to establish His millennial reign.

From a hermeneutical and dispensational perspective, Revelation 19 is pivotal because it
marks the end of the Tribulation period and the beginning of the establishment of God's
eternal kingdom. The chapter not only shows the triumph of God’s justice but also the full
revelation of Christ as the victorious King and Judge. It is the glory of Christ’s second
coming that dominates this chapter, fulfilling the prophecies made throughout Scripture, from
the Old Testament to the New.

Exegetical Breakdown of Revelation 19:1-21
1. Heaven’s Rejoicing Over the Fall of Babylon (Revelation 19:1-5)

Revelation 19:1-5 (ESV): "After this | heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great
multitude in heaven, crying out, 'Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,
for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the
earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants." Once more they
cried out, 'Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever and ever." And the twenty-four elders
and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying,
‘Amen. Hallelujah!" And from the throne came a voice saying, 'Praise our God, all you his
servants, you who fear him, small and great.™

e Greek Word Study:

o "Hallelujah™ (Greek: allelouia) — This word is a direct Hebrew expression that
means "Praise the Lord!" It is a celebration of God’s righteous
judgment and victory. It appears here four times and emphasizes the great joy in
heaven at the vindication of God’s justice.

o "Judgments" (Greek: krima) — Refers to God’s decision or sentence of
judgment. The word indicates a verdict rendered by a just judge. In the context, it
refers to God's judgment on the evil systems of the world, especially Babylon.

o "Avenge" (Greek: ekdikeo) — This verb means to seek justice or retribution.
The cry for vengeance reflects the long-awaited vindication of the martyrs and
saints who suffered under Babylon’s persecution.

o Theological Insight: The praise in heaven marks the celebration of God’s just
judgment and the final defeat of evil. The repeated use of "Hallelujah” emphasizes
the victory of God over Babylon, symbolizing the world’s evil systems. The praise also
emphasizes that God's judgments are true and just, an essential reminder for believers
today about God's righteous actions in the world.

2. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:6-10)

Revelation 19:6-10 (ESV): "Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like
the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, ‘Hallelujah!



For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for
the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to
clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure'—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the
saints. And the angel said to me, 'Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage
supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, 'These are the true words of God." Then I fell down at his
feet to worship him, but he said to me, "You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and
your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy."

e Greek Word Study:
""Marriage" (Greek: gameé or gamos) — The imagery of the marriage
supper reflects the union between Christ (the Lamb) and His church (the
Bride). In the Old Testament, the idea of God’s relationship with Israel was
often depicted as a marriage (e.g., Hosea 2:19-20). In the New Testament, the
church is referred to as the Bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:25-27).

o "Righteous deeds" (Greek: dikaioma) — This refers to

the righteousness produced in the believer's life through the work of Christ. The
fine linen worn by the Bride signifies the purity and righteousness of the church,
which is granted to her as a result of Christ's work.

e Theological Insight: The marriage of the Lamb is a symbol of the culmination of
salvation history when Christ is united with His purified church. The fine linen signifies
the righteous deeds of the saints, not as earned by works but as a result
of justification and sanctification through Christ. The celebration of the marriage supper
highlights the joy and fulfillment of the believer's eternal union with Christ.

e Cultural Context: In ancient Jewish weddings, the marriage feast followed a time of
betrothal and symbolized a great celebration of union. The use of a wedding feast as an
image for the final union between Christ and His church would have been an
understandable and poignant symbol to the original audience.

3. The Return of Christ as the Conqueror (Revelation 19:11-16)

Revelation 19:11-16 (ESV): "Then | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one
sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes
are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no
one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is
called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were
following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down
the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of
the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings
and Lord of lords."

e Greek Word Study:

o "Faithful and True™ (Greek: pistos kai aléthinos) — These are titles that
emphasize Christ’s trustworthiness and righteousness. Christ is the faithful
one who has always kept His promises, and He is the true one who will execute
true judgment and justice.

o "Sword" (Greek: ramphia) — The sword coming from Christ’s mouth
represents His powerful word that will judge and defeat His enemies. This is a
symbolic representation of Christ’s authority to judge and conquer.

e Theological Insight: The Second Coming of Christ is depicted in dramatic imagery:
Christ on a white horse, signifying His victory and purity, coming



to judge and conquer. This is a sharp contrast to the meekness of His first coming,
emphasizing that Christ is returning as the Conqueror and Judge. The imagery of blood-
dipped robes speaks to the atonement of Christ but also His role as the wrathful judge.

e Cultural Context: In ancient warfare, a white horse was a symbol of victory. The
image of Christ returning on a white horse affirms His ultimate victory over the
forces of evil.

4. The Defeat of the Beast and the False Prophet (Revelation 19:17-21)

Revelation 19:17-21 (ESV): "Then | saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he
called to all the birds that fly directly overhead, 'Come, gather for the great supper of God, to
eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their
riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great." And | saw the beast
and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on
the horse and against his army..."

e Greek Word Study:
o "Supper' (Greek: deipnon) — This refers to a feast, but in this context, it is
the gathering of the vultures to feed on the bodies of those slain in battle. It is
a symbolic image of God’s judgment and the end of evil.
o Theological Insight: Christ’s final victory is not just symbolic but a literal battle in
which the Beast (Antichrist) and the False Prophet are defeated. The supper of
God contrasts with the marriage supper of the Lamb: one is a feast
of judgment and destruction, the other a feast of celebration and union.

Application Questions for Today’s Christian Audience

1. What does the image of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb teach us about our
relationship with Christ? How can Christians today live in anticipation of this union,
reflecting the holiness and righteousness that God desires in His Bride, the Church?

2. How should the Second Coming of Christ shape our understanding of justice and
suffering? The return of Christ as the righteous judge should motivate us to live
with expectancy, knowing that God will right every wrong. How can we maintain hope
and perseverance in the face of injustice today?

3. What does the vision of Christ’s victory over the Beast mean for our lives? How can
believers draw strength and confidence from the knowledge that Christ will ultimately
triumph over all forms of evil and opposition?

4. In what ways can we live in light of Christ’s coming as the Faithful and True
Judge? How does the righteousness of Christ’s judgment call us to
live faithfully and justly today, as we await His return?

Conclusion

Revelation 19 serves as a powerful declaration of God’s victory over evil. It highlights Christ
as the faithful and trueKing who will return to judge and rule with justice. For believers, it is a
chapter of hope and encouragement, showing that evil will not have the final word.



Christ’s second coming guarantees the fulfillment of God’s promises, and it invites Christians
to live with hope, holiness, and anticipation.
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